Robyn Bauer Violin Studio
Scheduling and Tuition Policy 2010 - 2011

SCHEDULING

Group Lessons are held at my house on 2 or 3 Monday nights each month.  You will be assigned to one of three different groups according to age, book level, and reading ability.

· Group A: 4:00 - *

· Group B: 4:30 - *

· Group C: 5:00 – 6:30

* Ending times for Groups A & B are tentative.  There will be overlap between all the groups.  We will play pieces in order, and students should stay and observe one group piece beyond their ability level.

Group lesson & Recital dates: Recitals take place at the Central Rappahannock Regional Library at 1201 Caroline Street in Fredericksburg.

9/13/10
9/27
10/4
10/25
11/8 @ 5pm - Solo rehearsal @ LIBRARY
Sat 11/13 @ 5pm: RECITAL @ Library
11/22
12/6
12/20
1/10/11
1/24
2/7
2/28
3/14
3/28
4/11
5/2
5/9: Dress Rehearsal @ 5pm @ Library?
TBA (hopefully Sat 5/14): RECITAL @ Library?
No private lessons on the following days

Mon 10/18 – Fri 10/22
Vacation (scheduled into tuition)

Th-F 11/25-26

Thanksgiving Break (makeups or refunds offered)

F 12/24 – F 12/31
Christmas Break (scheduled into tuition, makeups or refunds offered for Fri lessons)

Mon 4/18/11 – F 4/22/11
Spring Break (scheduled into tuition)

I will be teaching on the following days, but will offer makeups or refunds if you are unable to attend: Labor Day, Columbus Day, Halloween, day before Thanksgiving, Martin Luther King Day, President’s Day, Memorial day.

Please check the website (www.suzukilessons.com) regularly for scheduling updates!

FEES: 

Pre-Twinkle Program (8-week beginner / Parent Ed course for students under 10 years) =

$390 includes hour lessons for both parent and student and all supplies (book, CD, flash cards, beginner instrument, parent violin rental)

----- OR -----
$230 includes half-hour lessons for parent only in preparation for student lessons, and all instruments and supplies listed above

	
	Fall (Sep-Dec)
	Spring (Jan-May)
	Summer (June-Aug)

	30-minute lessons

(Book 1)
	$360

or

$90/month
	$450

or 

$90/month
	$20/lesson, 

paid monthly

	45-minute lessons

(Books 1-3)
	$540

or

$135/month
	$675

or

$135/month
	$30/lesson, 

paid monthly

	Hour lessons

(Books 4 & up)
	$720

or

$180/month
	$900

or

$180/month
	$40/lesson, 

paid monthly


Tuition includes private lessons, group lessons, parent meetings, and recitals.  Tuition payment is due the first of the month for each semester.  You may choose to pay the monthly rate instead of the semester rate, which will also be due the first of each month.  After the 10th of the month, a late fee of $5 will be added to the amount due.  If you are unable to bring a check to lesson, tuition may be mailed to me.  Any student may request a longer lesson than indicated for their level.  During the school year, monthly tuition remains constant, regardless of the number of lessons attended or missed.  Summer tuition, however, is adjustable based on the number of lessons you will attend, as long as I am notified before tuition is due for that month.  After this deadline, tuition is non-refundable.

MISSED LESSONS

· Whenever possible, please try to switch lessons with another student using the schedule and contact list provided.  If nobody can switch with you, I am happy to reschedule your lesson provided I have at least one week’s notice.

· I offer one short-notice (less than one week) makeup per semester.  If the student is unable to switch lessons, he/she will be added to the make-up list and offered a lesson at the end of each semester.

· If no advance notice is given, no makeup lesson is offered. Nobody likes getting "stood up!"

· I will reschedule or refund any lessons that I must cancel, those missed due to inclement weather, and those that fall on holidays.

· Missed or unattended make-ups are forfeit. 

Group lessons cannot be made up for obvious reasons.  Students who miss more than 3 group lessons (excused or unexcused) will not be permitted to perform group pieces in the recital.  If a student misses more than 3 unexcused absences, he/she will not be permitted to perform group or solo pieces in the recital.  Excused absences are: major illness, death in the family, SATS, and orchestras.  I must be made aware of any absences before the date of the group lesson.  Please be courteous and remember that the entire group momentum must be stopped to tune a latecomer. Always arrive 5-10 minutes early and unpack in the hallway or back of the studio. 

PARKING & ARRIVAL

Please leave the left side of the garage free for my husband to come and go.  Go down the stairs to the right to the basement entrance and let yourself in - it’s not necessary to ring the doorbell or knock unless it’s locked.  Please remove your shoes in the hallway and come in to the studio on the right. 

PRACTICE

Practice and listening to the recordings must happen daily!  The minimum practice requirement is the length of the student’s private lesson.  Please No TV/computer/video games until at least half of practice is done

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

· Remember to check the dry-erase board at each lesson for any announcements.

· Parents should plan to attend all private lessons and take notes unless I’ve indicated that the child is mature enough to take over this task.  The parent who practices at home daily with the child should be the one attending lessons.  If another parent must take charge for a lesson, please instruct him/her on how to take notes and how to practice that week.  

· Parent attendance at group lessons is required for Group A only.  

· The hallway and studio are my “business space,” but please help your children respect my privacy in the rest of the house.

· Please find childcare for unruly siblings if they will distract the student or parent!  If a sibling attends lessons, please discourage conversation and eliminate distractions as much as possible.  

· I ask students to purchase the highest quality instrument they can afford.  A student who plays with perfect technique on a poor instrument will never make a good sound and will not be motivated to play.

· The “Million Dollar Lesson:” If a young child fails to cooperate in a lesson, I may end the lesson right away.  Please see this as a learning experience and discuss what happened and how to correct it for next week.  The Suzuki Method is about more than just violin - being respectful and following directions right away is a lesson worth a million dollars!

· I recommend that all students be potty-trained before beginning the program

· I recommend parents wait until a later date to begin the program if they are expecting. They rarely have the time or energy necessary to devote to the beginning stages of Suzuki education.

· Unless it’s an emergency and you need to talk to me by phone right away, I prefer email as the primary means of communication.  Please check your email often!  Please, no phone calls between 10pm and 8am.

· Please take advantage of my library!  I have several books and videos on the Suzuki method, Dr. Suzuki, practice motivation, repertoire, and technique.  I also have a collection of violin solo and orchestral CDs available for checkout.  Simply find the card inserted in the book or CD, write your name on it, and drop it in the box on top of the CD case.

· Please continue to be patient with my dog, Chloey!  She is by no means aggressive, but barks occasionally to announce a new person at the door.  

